
 

 

 

  

           It may seem bittersweet:  to be featured on a list of locations that comes across as being unknown or not popular.  People 

have been visiting the Cottage since the moment Grant’s casket descended Mt. McGregor via train in 1885.  But its history of 

intermittent accessibility due to changing ownership over the years is one of a few reasons contributing to why the author felt the 

Grant Cottage would be eligible for his upcoming publication. 

 

 According to the description on the back cover of his 2011 book, Monumental New York!  A Guide to 30 Iconic 

Memorials in Upstate New York, “Chuck D’Imperio is a longtime, award-winning radio broadcaster at Central New York Radio 

Group’s station WDOS in Oneonta.”  Chuck has produced several titles from his pen including Upstate New York:  History 

Happened Here! and Great Graves of Upstate New York.  He discovered the Grant Cottage by enthusiastically following an 

exchange of information and  with a brief comparison of calendars to set a date, a special off-season peek at the Cottage was 

planned for Chuck. 

 

 Tour guide Steve Trimm and Executive Director Jonathan Duda caravanned up Mt. McGregor with the author (now quite 

eager to add his 47
th

 entry into his nearly completed draft) on a late autumn Friday.  Although the furniture and flower displays 

were covered in their off-season garb, the winter state of the cottage did not fail to cause the author’s jaw to drop numerous times 

throughout the tour.  “Incredible” and “Absolutely amazing” were just a few of the words repeatedly exclaimed by Chuck who 

asked numerous questions and took copious notes as Steve told the story of the Cottage.  Following a stroll down the path to the 

Eastern Overlook’s clear, late fall presentation of the Hudson Valley, the Visitors Center was opened, providing him a glance at its 

gift shop and current interpretive displays. 

 

 The book is to be released through Syracuse University Press within the year.  The exposure the Cottage will receive 

from it, coupled by our programs, presence in the media, and the efforts of our volunteers, staff, and members may soon grab the 

eye of a another author in the future…perhaps one who decides to feature us in, The Top 50 Historic Sites in the United States. 

 
-Jonathan Duda 
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The 77
th

 Regimental 

Band performing on the 

porch on Remembrance 

Day, 2011. 

The 77
th

 are frequent 

and welcome guests at 

the Cottage.  Their 

repertoire consists of 

authentic Civil War 

period music. 

Cottage volunteer and reenactor, Steve 
Trimm, as O.P. Clarke at a Wednesday 
porch talk.  
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT… 
Hello Friends of Grant Cottage! 

 

Immediately following our closing weekend, my family, peers, 

and colleagues have asked me the same question:  “Now that the 

Cottage is closed for the season, what will you be doing?”  

Having yet to experience this time of year for the Cottage, I 

anticipated a nice little lull—a chance to sort out and plan for 

next year.  How wrong I was!  At the risk dating myself with a 

reference to a retro form of media:  the song of the Friends of 

Grant Cottage did not skip a beat at the end of the season.   

 
We kept the doors of the Cottage open for one final visit after 

Columbus Day for a group of a couple dozen students from 

Cohoes and Berlin Central High Schools.  Tour guide Bill 

Underhill, along with our volunteer photographer Bill Meyer led 

students through the Cottage, while I provided a Visitors Center 

intro and walk out to the Overlook.  Within days of the doors 

closing, New York State Parks, Recreation, and Historic 

Development winterized the building and put the finishing 

touches on the installation of a new furnace in the basement.   

 

A wrap-up meeting with staff and various board members gave 

us the chance to review the ups and downs of the season and to 

formulate a plan for projects during the off-season.  Discussion 

ensued about technology plans including gaining internet access 

(the Cottage and Visitors Center have yet to experience the 

digital age!), an upgrade to our website allowing more 

interactivity and historic resource availability, and a content 

resource management system providing a better communication 

platform for our board and staff. 

 

The Cottage will stay fresh in the minds of the public while its 

doors are closed and furniture covered through various outreach 

efforts.  Our booth at the Chronicles Book Fair in November 

yielded a significant opportunity when New York State travel 

author Chuck D’Imperio approached to request our inclusion in 

his upcoming publication, 50 New York State Museums You’ve 

Never Heard Of.  Tour guide and speaker Steve Trimm and I 

provided Mr. D’Imperio with a personal tour, watching his head 

shake in disbelief as he compared our site to the 46 others he 

had visited so far.  Additional connections such as this are 

anticipated when a booth will be set up on January 14 providing 

hands-on activities at the New York State Museum’s Places and 

Spaces event. 

 
I recently represented the Cottage as a panelist at the regional 

NYS Parks conference because of a unique New York State 

Historic Site trait that I was unaware of:  The Ulysses S. Grant 

Cottage is one of few NYS historic sites that functions 

without a state employee present!  Its day-to-day operations 

are self-sustained by the Friends’ volunteers, members, staff, 

and board.  Having learned this, I proudly walked out of that 

conference with vigor—ready to use the momentum created by 

such dedicated individuals to bring us through into 2013.  

 

 
Jonathan Duda 

 

  

 

 

A NOTABLE VISIT TO THE COTTAGE 

 

 I encountered numerous remarkable visitors 

this season at the Cottage.  There was the couple 

from western New York who appeared on the porch 

one day after tracing the lineage of the man back to 

a former caretaker of the Cottage.  Then the local 

author who taught me about the special ice casket 

into which Grant was placed came for a visit.  And 

the group of high school students who, while at the 

Overlook, were led in an activity of writing tweets 

as though they themselves were General Grant. 

 But the most notable visit, a story  I have 

retold  dozens of times since, occurred while giving 

an interview on the porch to a local reporter who 

was there covering an upcoming event at the 

Cottage.  Mid-interview, a gentleman and his 

granddaughter approached the steps.  The reporter 

and his photographer immediately recognized him 

(for he was very active in the Saratoga area) and 

greeted him.  From the introductions, I learned that 

he was visiting from South Carolina, had visited the 

Cottage several times in the past, and wanted to 

share it with his granddaughter.  The reporter 

immediately saw this as an opportunity and asked 

the man if he wouldn’t mind being interviewed.  

The gentleman readily agreed.  The first question 

asked stunned me for a brief moment:  “Being from 

South Carolina, what do you think of Ulysses 

Grant?”  The man did not hesitate for a second.  He 

looked the reporter right in the eye and proceeded to 

tell him with extreme eloquence how, while 

growing up in the south his feelings for Grant were 

(to summarize lightly) not very favorable.  The 

honesty he brought forth was staggering to me.  

Yet, how he completed his answer is what truly 

awed me:  “It was after my first visit here to the 

Cottage that changed my view of Grant, and I have 

made the trip here almost every summer since.” 

 This was just one incidence that allowed me 

to see, that with the right timing, what kind of  

effect a visit to the Cottage can have on a person.  

Who knows how many more lives of the 3000 plus 

visitors this season may have been affected in a 

similar manner. 

   
-Jonathan Duda 
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OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS  
IN-KIND DONATIONS         VISITOR CENTER 
JC Parker, Artist, www.owlsperch.com  (member)     D.A.Collins Construction Company contributed $38,000  
John C Franck, CPA, www.westcpapc.com       toward the repair of the water problem at the 
Matthew J. Jones, Esq., www.saratogalaw.com (member)     Grant Cottage Visitor Center 
Robert Lee, Owner, Wishing Well Restaurant, www.wishingwellrestaurant.com  
Jack Minogue, President, www.minoguesbeverage.com 
Dunkin Donuts of Wilton 
Stewarts Corporation 
Mark Phillips, President, Burke Funeral Home, www.burkefuneralhome,com (member) 
Harvey Fox, nFox Jewelers, www.nfoxjewelers.com  
Bil Gorham, General Contractor 
Daniel Delgaudio, innkeeper Batcheller Mansion Inn, www.batchellermansioninn.com  
Kathleen Smith, owner Saratoga Arms, www.SaratogaArms.com (member) 
Dave Bielawski, Curtis Lumber, Ballston Spa, www.curtislumber.com  
EBI, Eddy Beverage, Inc., Saratoga Springs, NY 
Hewitts Garden Center, Saratoga Springs, NY, www.hewitts.com 
Frames by Keller, Malta, NY, Judy Keller, Owner 
Rich Martin, Northern Dean, Greenfield Center, NY 
Byron Winney, Winneys Farm, Schuylerville, NY 
Menges & Curtis, www.mengesandcurtis.com  
Wishing Well Restaurant, www.wishingwellrestaurant.com  
Posie Peddler, Inc., www.floristsaratogasprings.com  
Joe Deuel, Saratoga Springs, NY 
Scott Johnson, Mayor of Saratoga Springs, NY 
John Pogson (Mark Twain), Hartford, CT 
Larry & Connie Clowers (General & Mrs. Grant), www.ulyssesgrantinterpreter.com  
Purdys Discount Wines, www.purdyswines.com  
Saratoga Guitar Shop, www.saratogaguitar.com  
Jessica & Trinity Trombley, Argyle, NY 
Batcheller Mansion Inn, www.batchellermansioninn.com  
Tim Welch, Lazer Pix, www.lazerpix.com 
William J. Burke & Son Funeral Home, www.burkefuneralhome.com 
Mary Migliozzi-Chambers & John Chambers, Bennington, VT   
Jamie Parillo, Saratoga Springs History Museum, www.saratogasprings-historymuseum.org 
 
SPONSORS  ($250)     CORPORATE   ($500) 
 
Mr. & Mrs. George Goethals   Rod J. Sutton, President, Sutton and Tarantino Agency, Saratoga Springs 
Senator Roy McDonald    Kathleen Smith, Owner, Saratoga Arms, www.SaratogaArms,com (member) 
Ken & Jane Moriarty    Charles Wait, CEO, Adirondack Trust Co., www.adirondacktrust.com  
Scott Sather                                                                  Mike Dennis, CEO McGregor Links God Club, www.mcgregorlinks,com    
Mr. & Mrs Preston Jenkins    Harriet Finch, Saratoga Springs, NY 
Ann Schmidt 
James F. Kommer, James & Sons Tobacconists 
Kathleen Ryan & Mike Carpenter  
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Admiral Worden Camp #150 
Matthew J. Hereford, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 
 
 
BENEFACTORS  ($1000+)    GRANTS 

      Alfred Solomon Charitable Trust, Robert Ingmire & Harry Snyder, cotrustees 
Virginia Barber     Mathew Veitch, Chair, Saratoga Gaming and Raceway Foundation, 
Patsy Cameron, Author of Unconditional Surrender          www.saratogagamingandracewayfoundation.org   
      Saratoga Arts Council, www.saratoga-arts.org  
($20,000) RogerAiles, Fox News, www.foxnews.com    

Arthur Johnson,  Supervisor, Town of Wilton   
 http://www.townofwilton,com/ 

William G. Broughton Charitable Private Foundation, Inc. 
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Please provide your e-mail address to us 

via   info@grantcottage.org 

 And if you  prefer to receive the 

Chronicles electronically, please 

indicate that in your communication. 
 








